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2000. Their actions will broaden the availability of lung cancer screening and have the potential 
to dramatically reduce lung cancer deaths.” 
  
Approximately 160,000 people in the United States die each year of lung cancer and nearly 
90% of those who get lung cancer die from it, generally because it is discovered too late.  
With early lung cancer detection through low-dose CT scan, the USPTF believes this 
number will be reduced significantly. “This test is especially important for high-risk DOE 
and other workers who have had combined exposure to occupational carcinogens and 
cigarette smoke,” Dr. Markowitz added.   
 
The USPTF recommendation states that stopping smoking remains the most important way to 
prevent lung cancer.  
 
Former K-25, Portsmouth, Paducah, ORNL, Y-12, Mound, Fernald, INL and NTS DOE workers 
who meet specific age, smoking, health and occupational criteria may be eligible for the free 
screening and should call 1-866-228-7226 or visit www.worker-health.org for more information 
about participating in the WHPP medical screening program.   
 
 

### 
 
The Worker Health Protection Program (WHPP) is a medical screening program and is a joint 
venture between the United Steelworkers Union (USW), the Atomic Trades and Labor Council  
(ATLC) and Queens College of the City University of New York and is operated with funds from 
the Department of Energy under grants  DC-FC01-06EH06018 and DE-FC00-06EH06008.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


